
How to Become a CSTI-Certified Hazmat Instructor
Government Code §8574 Established the “California Hazardous Substances Incident Response Training and 
Education Program” (what is commonly called the “Outreach” program). This law established “…a single, 
coordinated, and standardized hazardous substances incident response training…” program and authorized 
California Specialized Training Institute to train and certify instructors. 
  
If you want to become certified under this program please do the following:

Attend the CSTI Instructor Certification course.
There are two versions of this course. One is four days long and the other is two days long. The 4-day course is intended for 
individuals who have no prior training as an instructor. The 2-day course is intended for individuals who have had prior training 
as an instructor. (Courses such as the State Fire Marshal Instructor 1A/1B and the POST Academy Instructor Certificate Course 
meet this requirement.) If you wish to attend the 2-day course please attach documentation showing you meet the 
prerequisites such as the applicable course completion certificates, a copy of your teaching credential or a letter from your 
employer stating you meet the prerequisites.

The requirements for the resume vary according to the course you wish to become certified to teach. The requirements are: 
  
Basic requirements: Submission of a resume and supporting documentation describing a minimum of 2 years work 
experience in hazardous materials response, training, production, investigations, monitoring, or research, or a combination of 
any six, at the level in which the applicant is seeking instructor certification. (This applies to all courses but the following.) 
  
Hazmat Technician/Specialist 1A: Submission of a resume and supporting documentation, including written verification 
from the applicant's department head or designee, describing a minimum of 80 hours of teaching experience and a minimum 
of three years of work experience in chemistry training, chemical production or chemical research, or a combination thereof. 
  
Hazmat Technician/Specialist 1C-1G : Submission of a resume and supporting documentation, including written verification 
from the applicant's department head or designee, describing a minimum of 80 hours of teaching experience and a minimum 
of 3 years work experience in hazardous materials response, training, production, research, investigations or monitoring, or a 
combination of any six, relating to the subject area in which the applicant is seeking instructor certification. (To become 
certified to instruct the Hazardous Waste General Site Worker Course, an applicant's 3 years of work experience must be in the 
field of hazardous waste operations.)

Submit a Resume.

The course must be CSTI-certified. The law governing the Outreach program requires “…a single, coordinated, and 
standardized…” program and doesn't allow reciprocity. The regulations governing our program don't have any provision for 
accepting non-certified courses. 
  
Please include a copy of the course completion certificate for this course with your resume. If you don't have a copy we may be 
able to print a copy for you from our records. Please call Susan Kocher at 805-549-3534 for assistance with this. (Note: if the 
course manager didn't certify the class or send us the applicable paperwork then our records won't have the information we 
need to re-print a certificate.)

Successfully complete the course you wish to teach.



CSTI Generic Resume
You can use any format you wish as long as it has the required elements.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Experience in hazardous materials (please see page 1 for specific requirements).

Dates (month and year) Employer Job Title and Description of Duties

Total Number of Years:



Dates (month and year) Employer List and Describe Subjects Taught

CSTI Generic Resume (continued)

Experience in hazardous materials training (please see page 1 for specific requirements).

Applicable Training and Education (please see page 1 for specific requirements).

Dates (month and year) Course or Degree College, University or Training Provider

Total Number of Years:
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